282                            EVA.
The distinction between espousals and marriage ought to carefully attended to, as espousals in the East are sometimes contracted for years before the parties cohabit, and sometimes in very early youth. This custom is alluded to figuratively, as between GOD and His people, (Jer. ii. 2.) to whom HE was a HUSBAND, (Jer.xxi.32.) TheApostle says, that he acted a kind of assistant (pronuba) on this occasion, (2Cor.xi.2.J " I have espoused you to CHRIST," that is, I have drawn up the writings, settled the agreements, given pledges, &c. of that union. (See Isaiah, liv. 5. Matt. xxv. 6. Rev. xix.)
ETERNITY. An attribute of GOD, by which is meant iufinite duration or existence, without beginning and without end.
EVANGELIST. A Greek word, which literally signifies One who publishes glad tidings, or is the messenger of good news ; but .which is generally applied to one who writes or preaches the Gospel of JESUS CHRIST. The term Evangelist is at present confined to the writers of the four Gospels.
EVANGELICAL. Agreeable to the Gospel, or "evangel." This term is used by that class of dissenters whose private judgment leads them to regard as scriptural the facts of our LORD'S divinity and atonement, to distinguish them from another class of dissenters whose private judgment leads them to hold these sacred truths as unscriptu-ral. (See the Evangelical Magazine.) The name is sometimes given to those persons who conform to the Church, but whose notions are supposed more nearly to coincide with the opinions of dissenters than with the doctrines of the Church; thereby most unjustly insinuating that the principles of all consistent members of the Church are not according to the Gospel. The use of terms of distinction among members of the Church is much to be reprobated; among sects it cannot be avoided. In the strict and proper sense of the words, he who is truly evangelical must be a true member of the Church, and every true member of the Church must be truly evangelical. It is much to be feared that the party in the Church now styling itself evangelical has, with some exceptions, fallen into the vice of fanaticism, that is to say,